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The Role of Omani Women in Entrepreneurship and its Impact on Social

Development: A Field Study in Muscat Governorate
Ohood bint Ahmed bin Mohammed Al-Mardouf Al-Saadi
Abstract

Entrepreneurship is one of the main drivers of the global and local economy. It
paves the way to taking advantage of the opportunities available and providing
jobs for the human capital, including women. Besides, it is a fertile sector for
creative people to be employed in various developmental areas.

The present study seeks to identify the actual contribution of Omani women in
entrepreneurship. In addition, it intends to revealing the social effects of
women's participation in entrepreneurship according to a number of variables
such as the age, wilayat, educational level, marital status, number of children,
type of project, project duration, average annual income, project motivation, ,
sources of funding, and number of manpower deployed. The study also tries to
identify the obstacles and challenges of women's participation in
entrepreneurship, and suggests a set of mechanisms to enhance the role of
women in entrepreneurship.

The study relied on a descriptive-analytical method using social survey and a
quantitative method as a basis for data analysis. A questionnaire was also used
to collect data from the study sample covering (234) entrepreneurs, all of them
are holders of entrepreneur cards issued by the Riyada institution in Muscat
Governorate, in addition to using an in-depth interview guide tool. The study
has reached a number of significant results including:

- The results of the study revealed that most of the female entrepreneurs targeted
in the study population are in the age group (30-35 years), and holders of
university degrees. Wilayat Al Seeb ranked first in terms of the number of
female entrepreneurs, most whom of are married. Service activities account for
most of the projects, while, about half of the projects surveyed lasted between
(two to five years), most of them are self-funded. The study revealed that the
main drive behind women's entrepreneurial activities was the deep desire for
self actualization.

- The results indicated that there are several social effects of the contribution of
women in entrepreneurship, the most important of which are raising the
entrepreneur's awareness and knowledge about the business environment and
related issues.
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