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The Role of Omani Women in Entrepreneurship and its Impact on Social

Development: A Field Study in Muscat Governorate
Ohood bint Ahmed bin Mohammed Al-Mardouf Al-Saadi
Abstract

Entrepreneurship is one of the main drivers of the global and local economy. It
paves the way to taking advantage of the opportunities available and providing
jobs for the human capital, including women. Besides, it is a fertile sector for
creative people to be employed in various developmental areas.

The present study seeks to identify the actual contribution of Omani women in
entrepreneurship. In addition, it intends to revealing the social effects of
women's participation in entrepreneurship according to a number of variables
such as the age, wilayat, educational level, marital status, number of children,
type of project, project duration, average annual income, project motivation, ,
sources of funding, and number of manpower deployed. The study also tries to
identify the obstacles and challenges of women's participation in
entrepreneurship, and suggests a set of mechanisms to enhance the role of
women in entrepreneurship.

The study relied on a descriptive-analytical method using social survey and a
quantitative method as a basis for data analysis. A questionnaire was also used
to collect data from the study sample covering (234) entrepreneurs, all of them
are holders of entrepreneur cards issued by the Riyada institution in Muscat
Governorate, in addition to using an in-depth interview guide tool. The study
has reached a number of significant results including:

- The results of the study revealed that most of the female entrepreneurs targeted
in the study population are in the age group (30-35 years), and holders of
university degrees. Wilayat Al Seeb ranked first in terms of the number of
female entrepreneurs, most whom of are married. Service activities account for
most of the projects, while, about half of the projects surveyed lasted between
(two to five years), most of them are self-funded. The study revealed that the
main drive behind women's entrepreneurial activities was the deep desire for
self actualization.

- The results indicated that there are several social effects of the contribution of
women in entrepreneurship, the most important of which are raising the
entrepreneur's awareness and knowledge about the business environment and
related issues.



- The results indicated several obstacles and challenges facing women’s
contribution in entrepreneurship, including complicated bureaucratic
procedures, especially in government transactions.

- The results revealed that the most important mechanism to enhance the role of
women in entrepreneurship is to promote community awareness of the
importance of women's economic empowerment and the role they play in the
development of society.

The results of the study are expected to contribute to the dissemination and
promotion of the culture of women's entrepreneurship, while stressing the fact
that women reluctance to participate in entrepreneurship leads to a
marginalization of a human potential that negatively affects the realization of
the developmental goals Omani society aims to achieve.
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1 The Global Entrepreneurship Index (GEI) is an economic activity index compiled by US-
based The Global Entrepreneurship and Development Institute. GEI is an annual index that
measures the health of the entrepreneurship ecosystems in each of 137 countries. It looks at
how individual countries across the world allocate resources to promoting entrepreneurship.
Source: https://thegedi.org/global-entrepreneurship-and-development-index/
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Sum of
Squares Df Mean Square F Sig.
T2 Between
292.740 3 97.580 2.240 .084
Groups
Within Groups | 10017.260 230 43.553
Total | 10310.000 233
T1 Between
110.312 3 36.771 1.467 224
Groups
Within Groups | 5765.094 230 25.066
Total | 5875.406 233
T3 Between
14.776 3 4.925 611 .608
Groups
Within Groups | 1853.963 230 8.061
Total | 1868.739 233
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Dependent Variable: T1

Tukey HSD
Mean 95% Confidence Interval
(n 3- (J) 3-| Difference (I- Std. Lower Upper
4V RN J) Error Sig. Bound Bound
L <l a1l 3.41818 1.87212 |.451 -1.9625 8.7989
b #17.17692° 2.06473 |.008 1.2427 13.1112
4511 3.08305 1.67868 |.444 -1.7417 7.9078
—udl 1 3.92609 1.61836 |.152 -.7253 8.5775
zk<]1.63333 2.00399 |.965 -4.1264 7.3930
S alall Liw|-3.41818 1.87212 |.451 -8.7989 1.9625
<L 81 3.75874 1.71720 |.247 -1.1767 8.6942
a51]-.33513 1.22624 |1.000 -3.8595 3.1892
—uudl | 50791 1.14227 |.998 -2.7751 3.7909
ke |-1.78485 1.64367 |.887 -6.5089 2.9392
SR i |-7.17692" 2.06473 |.008 -13.1112 -1.2427
<l el | -3.75874 1.71720 |.247 -8.6942 1.1767
e 5:]-4.09387 1.50397 |[.075 -8.4165 2287
—udl | -3.25084 1.43633 |.214 -7.3790 8773
z e |-5.54359" 1.86008 |.037 -10.8897 -.1975
K Lhiwa|-3.08305 1.67868 |.444 -7.9078 1.7417
<l el 33513 1.22624 |1.000 -3.1892 3.8595
<L 41 4.09387 1.50397 |[.075 -.2287 8.4165
<l ].84304 .78609 .892 -1.4163 3.1023
ke |-1.44972 1.41943 |(.910 -5.5293 2.6299
Gl hine ] -3.92609 1.61836 |.152 -8.5775 7253
Gl |-.50791 1.14227 |.998 -3.7909 2.7751
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<l 81 3.25084 1.43633 |.214 -8773 7.3790
»in|-.84304 .78609 |.892 -3.1023 1.4163
zohe]-2.29275 1.34756 |.532 -6.1658 1.5803

z e hiwe]-1.63333 2.00399 [.965 -7.3930 4.1264
<l yl=ll ] 1.78485 1.64367 |.887 -2.9392 6.5089

<l 5] 5.54359" 1.86008 |.037 1975 10.8897

5| 1.44972 1.41943 |.910 -2.6299 5.5293

Gl 1 2,.29275 1.34756 |.532 -1.5803 6.1658

. The mean difference is significant at the 0.05 level.
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